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Conquering the street: The spectacle of subaltern street protests 

Chester C. Arcilla, University of the Philippines-Manila, Philippines 

 

The city is a site of exclusion and exploitation for the subaltern.  Often subalterns have to 

forcefully take to the streets to assert their right to the city.  When soft and slow moving 

bodies occupy the street, a public space designed as course way for hard and fast vehicles 

and regulated by a vast propaganda, legal and coercive state machinery, it becomes a 

battlefield between the state and subalterns, and the unified movement becomes a journey 

of physical and political resistance and empowerment. 

 

In this presentation I elucidate the sensory experience of political interference on the city 

street and analyze how the corporeality of shared movement affects politics and identity.  

First I describe how the city, its appearance, odour, taste, sound and texture, is experienced 

by protesters from assembly to dispersal. Then I elucidate how protesters leave their 

imprint on the city - both as a built environment and as a social space.  Last I explore 

subaltern political empowerment engendered by a shared corporeal movement. 

 

The street is physically unwelcoming – cluttered, hot/wet, arid, putrid, polluted, noisy, 

bitter, even unsafe – commuters and drivers angry for the disturbance, and anti-riot police 

waiting and ready to beat protesters with their batons and shields. Yet protesters willingly 

endure pain and risk to celebrate reunion with friends and protest collectively.  As they 

march, the street is filled with tired and hungry bodies carrying colourful banners and 

vandalizing property with calls for social justice.  With the loudest subaltern voice they could 

collectively muster, they will silence the horns of passing vehicles and compel spectators to 

listen.  They will read police bodies to predict and effectively engage state responses using 

their bodies. Even as they leave the street, subalterns remember and reflect on their 

sensual experience to better mount movements on the street.   

 

When subalterns participate in street protests they commit to a physicality to interfere in 

the capitalist economy and polity, imbuing them with a deep sense of agency within an 

empowered collective. By moving shoulder to shoulder, feeling and listening to the pains 

and sufferings of other bodies of different attributes and persuasions, protesters realize that 

subalternity is suffered by many beyond their sectors.  From their parochial interests and 

demands, they thus comprehend the struggle for their right to the city is situated in a larger 

context of a global, national and class-based political struggle that require broad collective 

movement.   
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Cyberprotest Communication: Studying Civic Activism Campaigns on Russian Internet 

Nelli Bachurina, National Research University Higher School of Economics, Moscow, Russia 

 

The Internet plays a significant role in organizing modern protests in Russia. Today 

cyberspace is an area where protest events are originated or where they are continued. The 

article discusses particually the civic activism in Russia that occures online. The research is 

based on data collected about several protests that have reached much attention on 

Russian Internet. One of them is the Society of Blue Buckets grassroots campaign, aimed 

against Russian officials’ privileges and despotism with regard to driving policy. Specifically, 

the study, deployed discourse analysis approach, aims to answer (1) how communication is 

constructed, (2) what it achieves and (3)who or what is influential in the process. Also the 

study offers a look at how information about protest is distributed across digital platforms, 

what communication techniques are, and how deploying communication techniques can 

bring about social change. This study employs data collection from Russian-language social 

networking sites, blogs, forums, Wikipedia. The data was achived and analysed. The study 

findings reveal generalization of communication tactics that considered influential and not, 

the similarity with professional PR events. The research also raises important question 

regarding the role collective wisdom might play in cyberprotest. 

 

 

Academic-activism(s) in urban resistances: Pioneers or obstacles for a common ground  

Nezihe Başak Ergin, Department of Sociology, Middle East Technical University, Turkey   

 

Urban regeneration projects in Istanbul have led to a new political identity with different 

types of activism and organization. One of the main determinant aspects is the emergence 

of the academic-activist who is engaged in urban oppositions while conducting (more-than) 

his/her research. The study has an aim to elaborate the interface academic-activists from 

the case of urban social oppositions in Istanbul and their effect of constructing and shaping 

resistances at the grassroots with various discursive constructions apparent mainly in 

campaigns and protests, of breaking the silence and divisions and creating a common 

uncommon ground for resistance (Chatterton 2006). However, the study does consider the 

significance and pioneering role of actors more than groups as well as tensions between 

academic-activists and other activists, within academic-activists in different respects mainly 

related to their positions with other activists and to their conflicting views and 

practices/experiences of resistances. The methodology of the study is 

participatory/solidarity action research (Pain and Francis 2003, Chatterton, Fuller and 

Routledge 2007), which is also a self-reflexive process as an activist-scholar (Chatterton 

2008, Gordon 2012) supported by in-depth interviews with other academic-activists. The 

paper will illustrate this issue from moments of protests and international and local 
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campaigns organized for an allied and effective movement in / for (against) / beyond 

Istanbul and the different views of academic-activists on these protest events.  

 

Delirious Heterotopias ― Philosophical and Artistic Statement 

Pedro Bustamante 

 

We live in a world increasingly difficult to understand. But in fact, despite all human 
progress, this difficulty is more or less the same as it has always been. We believe that, 
despite all the efforts of reason to apprehend reality, there will always be a remnant of 
unreasoning that resists understanding and that, however, holds the key to the sense. This 
unreasoning has always been the territory of magic, myth and religion. And also of delirium.  
 
We think that the notion of heterotopia formulated by Michel Foucault refers ultimately to 
this magical-mythical-religious dimension of the reality, to these other spaces, spaces 
alternative to the ordinary ones, spaces where magic, myth or religion still rule.  
 
There seems to be a radical difference between the writing and the visual languages. Even 
when the text tries to be descriptive, objective, there is an inevitable gap between the 
reality and the text so that, at the end, the text is always to some degree a form of 
interpretation. On the contrary, the visual language, despite all the subjectivity that the 
author might impress on it, tends to be taken in its most objective sense. In fact, this is one 
of the mechanisms used by the dominant culture, from the mainstream mass media to the 
fascist propaganda, to present in the guise of reality what are in fact just fragments of it. We 
assume this intrinsic property of the images, this objective character, especially patent in 
the case of photography, but also, in another way, in academic or scientific documents.  
 
But while in the dominant visual culture the part pretends to be taken as the whole, we try 
to play down this objectivity and to emphasize this relative character; to reveal the trick. In 
other words, while images are supposed to be mostly transparent with respect to reality, a 
degree zero of representation, Delirious Heterotopias aims to show that this transparency is 
not such, that images are nothing but masks, a form of interpretation implying some degree 
of opacity with respect to reality.  
 
Thus, as in Plato's cave, Delirious Heterotopias invites us to uncover which is hidden behind 
the images. But while for the philosopher this hidden reality was something ideal, 
something to be apprehended by reason, the reality we try to unveil is as real as the mask 
that hides it.  
 
On the other hand, whereas the Platonic idea was to be conceived through dialogue, a 
dialogue of the reason, of the logos, we propose a different kind of dialogue. A dialogue 
between the images themselves, but also a dialogue of ourselves and images. A dialogue of 
another kind which cannot be translated exactly to the terms of the common language. A 
pathetic dialogue, if we can say that.  
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Indeed images speak a language that is not that of the logic, of the rational categories, of 
the causal chaining, of the rigorous classifications. Delirious Heterotopias aims to explore 
this language that we can call simply as symbolic. Instead of translating the visual register 
into the spoken or written register, we try rather to activate this symbolic language through 
the relation of images and our relation with them, through the work in progress, through 
assemblies and manipulations of them, so that this dialogue keeps alive, provoke the images 
to continue talking themselves, talking to us.  
 
Aby Warburg showed us better than anyone how to explore this specific language of the 
images, how to activate these processes of montage. He showed us how this form of 
knowledge can challenge the conventional thinking categories and propose alternatives 
offering other ways of understanding reality. As his Atlas Mnemosyne, Delirious 
Heterotopias attempts to, through the collection of apparently heterogeneous images, defy 
conventional categories of knowledge, that is to say, the dominant thinking, and propose 
other ones.  
 
As Susan Sontag showed, photography, as the privileged form of understanding our 
contemporary world, favours its disintegration into fragments and the juxtaposition of 
disjointed elements. Delirious Heterotopias on the contrary tries to reintegrate these 
fragments, and doing so, to propose other visions of reality, rather than exhaustive, integral, 
conciliatory. As in the famous Lautréament's "meeting on a dissecting-table of a sewing-
machine and an umbrella" so dear to Surrealists, we like to provoke the encounter of 
apparently unrelated objects. But our intention is this meeting to be more revealing than 
"casual".  
 
Indeed our aim is not to propose coherent systems to explain the world, but to select their 
most significant fragments and combine them in order to understand it better. In this sense 
Delirious Heterotopias could also be understood as a selection of quotes, as Walter 
Benjamin did. He showed us that intellectual lucidity can be sometimes simply selecting the 
most significant passages by other authors and connecting them through a driving thread. 
Thus, our work is too a selection of graphic quotes and a proposal of a way through.  
 
But collecting and connecting images belonging to different registers, fields, environments, 
languages, allows us not only to show what they might share, but also to question this very 
compartmentalization. Too many people work every day for the dismembering of the world; 
we prefer rather trying to reintegrate it. Despite the fact that what we might say, or rather, 
what we might show through the images cannot be translated unambiguously into the 
common language. What we want the images to say doesn't belong to the order of the 
demonstration or the confirmation, but to the order of the suggestion, the proposal, the 
creation. What we attempt to do is not just an interpretation of the world, but a recreation. 
It is not trying to understand its essence, but creating new reality.  
 
Whereas the dominant thinking, from academia to politics, makes use of disciplinary 
division, specialization, classification, simplification, etc., Delirious Heterotopias are mean to 
be spaces of encounter, integration, con-fusion. A way to discuss everything without 
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claiming expertise in anything. A way to question the value of any specific discipline, taking 
them out of context, confronting them with the other. A way of despising the reputed 
prestige of certain registers, such as science or academia, and revaluing in turn the 
discredited ones, in an approach close to Paul Feyerabend's.  
 
Thus, one of the aims of Delirious Heterotopias is to deconstruct the dominant thinking, in 
which the symbolic mechanism plays a central role as a form of manipulation, as a vehicle 
for the representation of ideologies, conventions and behaviours. Yet, symbolic mechanisms 
can function in the opposite sense, can contribute to unveil these strategies of power, to 
détourner, as the Situationists taught us, these dominant discourses. In this sense, Delirious 
Heterotopias allows us to reveal the strategies to hide violence used ultimately for any form 
of power, to unmask it.  
 
It seems clear that academic knowledge, as paradigm of power structures, is based on the 
authoritarian formula of subject-object, on the objectification of the word as showed by 
Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer, on squeezing nature into the needs of the scientists, 
on "I claim", "I demonstrate". On the contrary visual language essentially lacks of subject, or 
in any case implies rather "I suggest you", "we propose to you", "don't you think?". While 
science is somehow a recreation of the world, but one which degrades it to its objectifiable 
order, we attempt to create also other worlds, but emphasizing its less graspable aspects.  
 
Thus, as opposed to scientific or academic, professional or political discourse, our work tries 
to speak its own indecipherable, elusive language. This is why they claim to be provocative, 
in the best sense of the word. Instead of stating categorically something, they seek the 
complicity of the other, his participation to create a sense. In this sense, Delirious 
Heterotopias are pathetic. Like euphoria, love or revolution, they are too an appeal to 
collective action, an undeclared form of political activism.  
 
Long time ago madness was more respected than today; it was sacred. We still believe in 
the power of delirium to understand and recreate the world. 
 

 

Lights, Camera, Direct Action: The protest spectacle as media opportunity and message 

carrier  

Jonathan Cable, Cardiff School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies, Cardiff University, 

UK 

 

In February 2008 five activists from the environmental direct action group Plane Stupid 

occupied the roof of the House of Commons and unfurled a banner that read ‘BAA HQ' 

calling into question the Labour government’s policy on airport expansion. This happened at 

the same time as Prime Minister’s Questions and on the final day of the government’s 

consultation into airport expansion. The timing of this action was to maximise the press and 

political impact of the protest. This paper examines the protest tactics and media strategy of 
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the environmental direct action group Plane Stupid to demonstrate how they adapted their 

tactics to gain press attention and promote their messages. In-depth interviews with 

activists from Plane Stupid reveal they used a professionalised media strategy with 

controlled messages, and media trained spokespeople. The press was a central 

consideration of their protest tactics, and actions always considered the potential costs and 

benefits to the group. The argument put forth is that Plane Stupid’s symbolic direct action 

acted as a message carrier by attracting press attention and allowing activists a platform to 

unveil their messages. A content analysis of UK national press coverage of the group 

illustrates that press reaction to Plane Stupid’s attempts at media attention divided the 

newspapers along ideological lines, and the press reaction often depended on the target of 

protest action. Plane Stupid adapted and exploited the event based nature of the press to 

their advantage and through the use of the spectacle and well-constructed messaging 

created a narrative that connected airport expansion to climate change. 

 

 

The day to remember the victims: A social protest against the mafia 

Baris Cayli, Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research School of Applied Social Science, 

University of Stirling, UK 

 

The Mafia phenomenon in Italy has a notorious history, which has blended with the culture 

of violence, lawlessness, political upheavals, social disparity, and rampant corruption in the 

country. The Mafia syndicates in the nation have yielded and consolidated its power by 

benefiting from these fertile conditions. There are numerous studies, which investigated the 

Mafia from the historical, political, and sociological point of view. However, the role of social 

protest against the Mafia, which is evolved reflexively, in exploring the power of the Mafia 

and developing a civic model to fight it through the perspectives of the victims have been 

elaborated rarely. This article is an attempt to fill a void in exploring the relationship 

between the power and victims while observing a social protest against the Mafia in 

Florence, Italy on March 26, 2013. This essay aims to analyze three main points. First, it will 

depict the power of the Mafia and its reflexive power on wider society. In doing so, the state 

of the art research, its limitations in investigating the Mafia and anti-Mafia movement will 

be unveiled. Second, this article will bring the perceptions of the victims of the Mafia, their 

relatives, supporters and grass root movements to the fore by utilizing the role of reflexive 

ethnographic research. Thereof, I aim to identify and determine social, psychological, and 

physical risks imposed by the Mafiosi to the oppressed and victims and how these feelings, 

emotions, symbols, meanings, and contentions offer new insights to the social protest 

research. Finally, I will question the limitations of the ethnographically evolved and 

theoretically reflexive criminological research by elaborating the interfaces of the power, 

and victims and the reflexivity of these objects on the researcher. In doing so, I aim to 
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analyze a social protest and event against the Mafia, which contains unique particularities as 

the antagonist, in other words the Mafia, has had deep social networks, historical success, 

palpable and unbearable violence. 

 

 

‘Messing about on the river.’  Trenton Oldfield and the 2012 Boat Race 

Jon Dart, School of Sport, Carnegie Faculty, Leeds Metropolitan University, UK 

 

In April 2012 Trenton Oldfield disrupted the Cambridge / Oxford Boat Race by going for a 

swim in the River Thames.  Ninety-nine years earlier, as part of a campaign to promote 

universal suffrage, Emily Davison threw herself in front of the King George V’s horse during 

the Epsom Derby. This paper will discuss this connection and how Oldfield’s action was the 

latest in a tradition in which sport has been used by protestors. For many, his swim in the 

river was an imaginative and well executed act of civil disobedience which achieved 

maximum expose and minimal damage. The vast, live television audience allowed him to 

promote, via social media, his manifesto ‘Elitism leads to Tyranny.’ This presentation will 

outline what he did, and explore why he did it and assess the effectiveness of his protest. 

Drawing on the responses of those directly involved, the mainstream media and the state, 

his actions are located within the theory of protest.  Was his act little more than one of 

substitutionism for wider collective action? Given his protest took place immediately prior 

to the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, there were concerns that his ‘stunt’ 

would inspire others. However, that none did does raise questions on how his actions were 

viewed and the use of sport as an acceptable site of protest.  

 

 

Rave Culture – Free Party or Protest?  

Rev Ruth Dowson, Leeds Metropolitan University, UK  

Katharine Roberts  

 

This paper argues that rave culture can be classified as a form of protest. As a youth-
oriented subculture or “tribe” based around social ideas, music and art, raves emerged from 
the era of Thatcher’s children, whose “cultural heroes came in the form of radical young 
entrepreneurs, who started up clubs and record labels, rather than the politicians and poets 
of yesteryear”. Furlong views raves as “a mix of hedonism, consumerism and escapism”, a 
sanctuary away from education and work, in which participants are free from boundaries 
and controls, in an environment that involves active protest and consumption of drugs. The 
“grassroots organized, anti-establishment” rave, in which “drug use is portrayed as the 
defining characteristic”, is examined through the lens of protest.  

Despite a perception that raves are only subversive because they are an illegal trespass 
(under The Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994), Alwakeel argues that, “a specific 
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political currency lies precisely in its very persistence in the face of regulation”. Meanwhile, 
Tepper notes the construction of “a ‘cultural frame’ that links an activity… to a lifestyle, a 
category of people, and a social problem, thereby constructing notions of deviance and 
harm in the public’s imagination”. 

Our research indicates that, having been treated historically as forms of symbolic protest, 
raves have evolved into ‘free parties’. In examining criteria that might shed light onto this 
discussion, we compare and contrast two sets of primary research: the first was undertaken 
with rave participants and organisers; and the second with a discrete church community 
that explicitly identifies itself as functioning within the realm of protest and social justice. In 
exploring these two narratives, we may find parallels in the elements of shared values, 
activities and motivations. 

 

 

Protest: Blueprint for Resistance 

Eyup Eser, Leeds Metropolitan University, UK 

 

Zizek said that even though it is easy for people to believe that a meteor could hit our planet 

tomorrow and end the life on earth as we know it; still they find it impossible to 

conceptualise that capitalism could cease to exist. Nothing is permanent in history, not just 

Capitalism. We have seen the biggest strike in Britain since 1926, the storming of the Tory 

headquarters in 2010 and Greek people raising against the state murder of Alexandros 

Grigoropoulos. We are, still, watching the resistances in Tunisia and Egypt, Greek working-

class standing up against the Troika; like Lenin said “the movement is always been there.” 

Ulrike Meinhof said “Protest is when I say I don't like this. Resistance is when I put an end to 

what I don't like”. Thus mere gratification of spontaneity is, either realistically or 

philosophically, is not satisfactory; a resistance must build with this spontaneous kernel. In 

this process it is crucial that an investigative perspective has to be cast upon the previous 

and on-going resistances. This examination will enable concerned individuals to deduce 

necessary lesson from the near-past to impose upon today without falling into the 

conformism of introspection.  

 

Propositions here will focus on the possibilities of building a resistance against austerity 

while not ignoring the experiences of inspiring, yet insufficient, attempts of resistances 

against global domination of capital; from urban guerrilla concept to occupy movement. 

Indeed it is not within logical feasibility to cover all these aspects in a single discourse; but it 

is still possible to build sustainable and primary bridges between past and present struggles 

against a common adversary. 
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As Barriers Fall, Contingency Becomes Possibility:  Protest Resisting and Escaping 

Containment and Categorization  

Christian Garland, Institut fur Kritische Theorie, Freie Universität Berlin, Germany 

 

Protest can be seen as a crystallization of ‘actually existing’ societal discontent and 

antagonism, which is more or less visible in a specific time and place, becoming an event in 

the process. Protest as event, is in this sense, one in which barriers fall and the contingency 

of different agents - none more so, than those ‘in’ and ‘outside’ an (anti) political milieu - 

are dissolved by collective action, communal endeavour, and the shared thrill of opposition 

and resistance.  

 

This conceptualisation of protests as events /events as protests, looks at how barriers that 

may have existed between participants before involvement in an event, can and frequently 

do, fall as different subjectivies coalesce and their experience shared. The paper will aim to 

sketch how such confluences create new possibilities for those engaged in them, and how 

these can be seen as a form of resistance to and escape from strategies of containment and 

categorization by powers operating against them.  

 

Indeed, the division of those engaged in protest into spurious categories based on their 

identifiable affiliations, is the favoured tactic of the state and media to contain and isolate 

protestors within this same arbitrary categorization of the ‘protestor’ who is politicised, but 

whose concerns and discontent are otherwise something completely separate from the 

general population. When, however, protest becomes an event, in which barriers fall and 

common linkages are made, it becomes far more difficult for those involved to be isolated 

by categorization and contained and neutralised as harmless; crucially also, participation is 

opened up to all those previously ‘outside’ (anti) political activity, newly emboldened and 

‘politicised’ by their involvement, so further dissolving former separations. This paper will 

aim to sketch how protest as event can enter an unchartered realm of event as protest, 

resisting categorization and escaping containment.  

 

 

Affective and spatial construction of identities in protest events  

Tatiana Golova, University of Magdeburg, Germany 

 

The production of protest spaces is considered in this contribution as a case of emotional 

framing by movement networks and other public actors. A relational and action-oriented 

concept of space, influenced by a structuration approach, is applied in order to study how 

collective identities are (re-)created with regard to space. The field research focuses on 

political sites of the radical left-wing scene in Berlin, mainly on the protest events influenced 



 
10 Protests as Events / Events as Protests: A one day symposium for academics and activists 

12 June 2013, Leeds, UK 

 
 

 
 

by it. Using Goffman’s concept of social occasion, we can study the transfer of meanings 

between different aspects of such complex events. This contribution asks how certain 

protest spaces allow the whole event to be considered as political. Through the protest 

practices, participants bring together symbolic and material/physical aspects of spaces, 

constructing discrete and relational „non-landscapes“of meanings. Further, the interactional 

spatial orders (such as „bloc“or „chain“) are subject of emotional framing in their own right. 

The embodied and emotional character of protest events makes these mechanisms of 

identity construction particularly effective: In protest spaces, the symbolic relations and 

oppositions can be experienced not only on the cognitive, but on the emotional and body 

levels at the same time. The protest routines are spatial routines (Sewell) and emotional 

routines as well. 

 

 

Protest events as communicative events: a social systems approach for the analysis of 

protest events 

Edgar Guerra, Bielefeld University, Germany  

 

Social movement scholars have long recognised the effects of protest events in social 

movements’ structures. Rather than analysing the social conditions that make probable the 

rise of protest events, scholars have taken protest as a key variable to analyse the 

mechanisms and transformations triggered by protest events in several dimensions of social 

movements such as networking processes, identities, frame bridging. This trend in social 

movement’s studies stresses the contingent and emergent character of protest itself and its 

eventfulness, although sometimes it seems that too much ontology is still involved in the 

analysis. Therefore, in an effort of going beyond ontological character of the social, this 

paper addresses the issue of social and political protest by considering protest events as 

communicative events. In this context, this paper draws heavily on a social system’s 

perspective to explore the internal structure and form of protest events. From a social 

systems approach, one might get a more comprehensive analytical approach for the analysis 

of ‘protest communication’ in its radical emergent and contingent character (as events) and 

in its self-organising processes of construction of internal structures such as organizational 

networks, identities or tactics (as a protest movement). The basis of the analysis is 

considering social movements as social systems or systems that consist of communications 

and protest events as communicative events, as communications that consist of a synthesis 

of three selections: selection of information, notification and understanding. By tracing back 

the history of this chain of communications one might find out how internal communicative 

structures emerge in a ceaseless process of change, complexity and evolution over time. 
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The Illusion of Groupthink:  Confronting the Bureaucrat in All of Us 

Ed Hight, UK 

  
Groupthink has become our own worst enemy and is the destructive force behind the most 

catastrophic decisions made in the Modern era. It attacks our ability to think independently 
and disincentives our democratic participation. This stealthy contagion preys upon our 
vulnerabilities (e.g. want of acceptance and recognition) so that we become conditioned by 
sets of shared illusions that alienate us from our own point of view, the communities we live 
in and humanity at large.         
 
The complacency that it exploits starts as a terrible agreement (i.e. conspiracy of silence) 
and leads us on a downward spiral to terminal apathy if not confronted and overcome. 
Groupthink cannot be blamed on a group, organization or collective of any size or shape 
since it is a contagion that is individually spread in ways that undermines independent 
thinking and replaces our democratic participation with gesture.               
The terrorizing effects associated with groupthink’s disorientation and detachment have 
been observed, historically documented and reported on in fields as diverse as politics, 
philosophy, education, economics, sociology and science. Research, in particular, tends to 
focus on the crisis management failures and political fiascos that have resulted as a 
consequence of this defective mode of organizational decision-making but a divergent 
terrain of multi-disciplinary discourse is introduced during this presentation to better 
demystify the illusion of groupthink. 
 
An engaged pedagogical approach that encourages participation is applied in this 
presentation while a model of critical/independent thinking based on scientific discourse 
(i.e. simple, original and proceeds by analogy) and sharply contrasted with Groupthink 
dynamics is outlined. The objective for this short presentation is to introduce a succinct but 
powerful schematic for better recognizing this ‘silent conspiracy.’  
 

 

The Governmentality of Visibilized Illegality in Two Dutch Cities  

Sophie Hinger, University of Osnabrueck, Germany  

 

In summer 2012, protest movements of undocumented migrants emerged in several Dutch 

cities. The protesters are mainly rejected asylum seekers, who cannot (or do not want to) 

return to their country of origin. Before 2010, municipalities often provided emergency 

shelter to this group. However, since 2010, a national law prohibits this practice and 

therefore many undocumented migrants have been rendered homeless. By occupying 

public spaces in The Hague and Amsterdam, the migrants sought to draw attention to their 

limbo situation. The protests are not only remarkable, because it is the first time that 

undocumented migrants organize in such a manner (the protests are mainly self-organized) 

and on such a scale (protest camps have also been set up in other European cities like 

Berlin, Vienna, Lille), but also because it has triggered new alliances between migrants, civil 
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society organizations, researchers, and local authorities. In this paper, I will focus on the way 

the protests in The Hague and Amsterdam have been governed: Who was involved? How? 

To what ends? A governmentality approach with a focus on the rationalities of 

governmental practices and an appreciation of the multiplicity of actors involved in 

governance will guide the analysis. More specifically, I will look at the way the protests are 

governed through 'local communities' and how this can undermine, but also help to 

maintain national policies of exclusion. 

 

 

On artistic activism in Argentina. Guidelines for a scenario in process  

Magdalena I. Pérez Balbi, IDH- UNGS / PEI-MACBA. IDH-UNGS (Instituto de Desarrollo 

Humano- Universidad de General Sarmiento/ Human Development Institute- General 

Sarmiento University). Spain 

 

For this presentation, we propose a diagram of artistic activism practices in Argentina in the 

last decade (2002-2012) in order to display points of convergence and divergence between 

different experiences. This analysis will draw analisis axes (public space, visual culture, 

dispositive) to understand the strategies and areas of intervention of these groups.We will 

speak about productions of Ala Plástica, Grupo La Grieta, LULI, Iconoclasistas, Sienvolando, 

Faca, Compartiendo Capital, La Garganta Poderosa, Erroristas, among others. This paper, 

even when describing the actions analyzed, is not intended to be a decalogue of artists or 

groups, but a mapping the current Argentina´s issues and strategies around which the 

contemporary art activism take place, as a mode of political action through visual and / or 

artistic tools. 

 

 

Re-thinking Social Struggles as Epistemic Struggle  

Rosalba Icaza, Erasmus University of Rotterdam, The Netherlands & Vazquez, Rolando – 

Roosevelt Academy, Utrecht University, The Netherlands  

 

This paper reflects on the challenges that social struggle poses to forms of representing 

political action by academic analyses on social movements and resistance. Our point of 

departure is the proposition that social struggles are not only questioning structures of 

economic and political domination but also the corresponding epistemic frameworks that 

rule over the representation of the world. Approaching social struggles as epistemic 

struggles entails a move towards making visible the plurality of alternatives through which 

social life is being organized and experienced: “Worlds otherwise”. Epistemic struggles aim 

at breaking down the hierarchies and exclusions related to the dominant representations of 

the real. These struggles come together with the collective realization of the historical 
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imposition of values, knowledges and worldviews. 

 

Inspired by this literature and Arturo Escobar’s invitation to (re)think theory through the 

political praxis of subaltern groups, this paper elaborates a critical re-reading of analyses in 

the fields of International Relations/International Political Economy and Global Sociology 

dealing with social struggle. This is done by examining key academic interpretations on two 

emblematic ‘events’ of social struggle of the late 20th Century, namely the 1st January 1994 

indigenous Zapatista rebellion in the Southern state of Chiapas in Mexico and the 30th 

November 1999 anti-corporate globalization 'Battle of Seattle' against the WTO Ministerial 

Summit. 

 

In particular, we will try to show how social struggles signal a different understanding of the 

“the political”, and its temporality. In our view, the eventfulness of social struggle cannot be 

fully grasped just as a reaction to domination, nor just as the necessary or logical outcome 

of the processes that precede them. We contend that the struggles of Chiapas and Seattle 

(or the demonstrations in Tahir square, Plaza del Sol, Wall Street, Mexico City, Santiago and 

so on) bear political beginnings that cannot be fully determined by their opposition to the 

systems of domination and the order that they confront.  The eventful character of these 

social struggles illuminates the margins and the outside of the systems of domination. As 

political events, they break with the chronology of the processes of domination and bring to 

light the exteriority of modernity. They bring to visibility forms of understanding that are 

other than the dominant systems of representation. 

 

 

Protest and Protection gives us new space to overcome challenges  

Rachel Julian, Leeds Metropolitan University, UK 

 

A protest event can be a pivotal moment in the visibility of a social change movement. For 

the first time people can shout their opposition, put their training into practice, and take 

direct action, but they risk drawing attention from the power holders who see them as a 

threat. 

 

Unarmed civilian protection provides a trained third party who watches, monitors, liaises, 

collects data, mediates conflicts and can physically protect those who may be vulnerable to 

violence. 

 

Two of the main threats in a nonviolent protest event which can be directly addressed by 

unarmed civilian protection are 1) the use of violence by protestors or the opposition, 2) 

potential allies staying away through fear of violence or wrongful arrest. 
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By drawing on experiences from affinity group models, observers on demonstrations and 

the accompaniment of human rights defenders, this paper explores how the provision of 

unarmed civilian protection can increase participation in protest events, reduce the risk of 

violence, and provide new entry points for allies and opponents to explore the changing 

nature of protest events.  

 

The discussion will include how protection can be woven in as a role in both flash mob 

protests and longer camps, but that it is a role that requires understanding and training. 

It will draw on the research of Schweitzer and Furnai regarding the methods required and 

how it is necessary for protection to a recognised role. 

 

The paper will show that by ensuring the interweaving of protest and protection we can 

build a more robust protest movement. No longer will be hear 'I will join if it is safe', but 

rather 'I will join because it is safe'. 

 

 

The art of sustainable resistance: Or, why Johnny may have been right after all  

Iain MacKenzie, University of Kent, UK 

 

Mildred: ‘What you rebelling against, Johnny?’ 

Johnny: ‘Whaddaya got?’ 

The Wild One (1953) 

 

Marlon Brando’s iconic portrayal of Johnny in the classic post-WWII teenage rebellion movie 

The Wild One is usually read as an expression of total rejection: a social outsider pitted 

against the values of the post-war consensus gives vent to his nihilistic desire to destroy the 

world around him. It is an image of protest that still lingers to this day in the idea that 

meaningful forms of social protest must be located outside of the system one is trying to 

resist and articulated as a universal denunciation of that system. In this paper I will present 

a different reading of the exchange between Mildred and Johnny that views it as a call for 

immanent and singular (rather than transcendent and universal) forms of resistance. The 

nature of immanent and singular forms of resistance will be examined through the work of 

Deleuze and Guattari. In particular, Deleuze’s critique of transcendental philosophy and 

Guattari’s ecosophy, a critical and creative alternative to transcendental philosophy. It will 

be concluded that a) resistance understood as an immanent and singular intervention in the 

world is best expressed as a form of artistic practice and b) only when expressed as a form 

of artistic practice will practices of resistance have the theoretical resources to sustain 

themselves in the face of totalising systems and their nihilistic alternatives. The paper will 
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end with a brief reflection on Occupy and Anonymous and how their respective strategies 

express or not the demands of artistry required for the sustenance of resistance 

movements. 

 

 

'Acting from a deeper place' 

Will Mccallum, Oxford Brookes, UK 

 

As activists we often recreate similar forms of actions.  Although there is no need to 

fetishize the new when the old forms can be successful, it could be argued that the direct 

action movement is starved of innovation and finds it difficult to conceive of alternative 

modes and forms of protest.  This workshop draws from creative arts' techniques to explore 

how such methods can be helpful to activists when imagining potential actions and planning 

protests. 

 

 

War of Memories, Memories of War in Mubarak’s Downfall  

Moustafa Menshawy, University of Westminster, UK 

 

The paper seeks to analyse the role of memories in the 18 days leading to the downfall of 

former Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak. Analysing the content of Mubarak’s two 

speeches before the resignation on February 11, 2011, I will define how he had attempted 

to legitimise his staying in power via a heavy use of war memories. On the other hand, from 

a comparative dichotomous approach, the paper will define how anti-Mubarak protestors 

had attempted to delegitimise Mubarak’s rule via invalidating the same war memories 

coalesced by Mubarak into one dominant controlling discourse or the master narrative as 

labelled by Joel S. Migdal. Both discourses, I argue, were conscious tactics to play on 

imaginative effort by which Lynn Avery Hunt means the people’s “reconfiguring their 

relationship to political authority”. Before pursuing the path of this comparative dichotomy 

in Egypt, the first section of the paper embarks on a theoretical nuanced approach on 

memory and its claims; how we remember, what we remember, and who controls memory 

in general. This coneptualisation should therefore help bridge a customary gap between 

biologists, psychoanalysts and socio-political scientists on the workings of memory. The 

second section is dedicated to the Vietnam War memories as an example of how memory 

moves according to the Foucauldian theoretical assumption; i.e. recalling is not only a 

mental faculty but a socio-political presentist process defined by power. This section shows 

how memory had been re/constructed by those in power in the 1970s and the 1980s in the 

United States. The final section situates memory in Egypt, juxtaposing Mubarak’s mnemonic 

representations and goals against those of his opponents. This juxtaposition is deliberate in 
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order to delineate the shift of memories of war into a searing war of memories. The 

conclusion is that Mubarak lost the war of memories at the moment of his downfall. 

However, the paper ends with the argument that the war of memories is not over, since 

Mubarak had shown a reasonable adeptness at understanding memory, i.e. strengths and 

failings, characteristics embedded to its structure such as what I call the flexibility/fixability 

variable, mnemonic fixers operating as presuppositions countering (and at some times 

according with) the malleability of memory such as religion and mythology.  

 

 

Beyond Assemblyism 

Keir Milburn, University of Leicester, UK 

 

From the Arab Spring, through the Spanish Indignados, to the Occupy movement, the 

dominant organizational form of the 2011 protest wave was the assembly. It gained this 

prominence because of its compatibility with the year’s dominant protest repertoire, the 

protest camp. The camps facilitated other forms of protest and direct action but it was the 

very fact of occupation, as a public display of dissatisfaction, which made the most impact. 

They acted as a pole of attraction to which the dissatisfied could congregate and find one 

another. Within this the general assemblies of the camps found themselves moving beyond 

an ancillary, supporting and merely organizational role to become central to the very 

purpose of the protest. 

 

In this paper I argue that we must avoid, what I call Assemblyism, the idea that the general 

assembly is the direct and sufficient answer to the demand for Real Democracy Now! Some 

in Occupy, and beyond, have mistaken consensus assemblies, which had emerged from 

quite specific circumstance and inheritances, for a new universal model of democracy, 

which at the very least prefigures the post-capitalist society to come. 

 

On the other hand the decline of Occupy has, in turn, led many to reject assemblies and 

horizontal organization all together. Yet to do so disregards the initial exhilaration of 

participation in assemblies that did so much to spread the Occupy model around the world. 

The sheer fact of their phenomenal spread indicates that General Assemblies must have 

fulfilled some deeply felt function. In this paper I argue that the concept of transference can 

help us both understand this dynamic of attraction and rejection and also unearth the 

function the assemblies were playing. I go on to look at how assemblies might fit in to 

organizational forms that can survive and build across the temporality of event based 

movements. 
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Bring streets into your home - contain the revolution! 

Nela Milic, University of London, UK 

 

In the aftermath of Middle East revolutions and the current Occupy movement, I am 

reminiscing about the Serbian upraising in 96/97 - an attempt to overthrow dictatorship of 

president Milosevic after he annulled elections because of the victory of the opposition. 

Ashamed by the unsuccessful outcome of their protest, the people of the capital Belgrade, 

have never produced an archive of artefacts emerged during these demonstrations. Scarce 

information on the Internet and the inability of the media to reveal the data gathered 

during the protest left the public without the account of the upraising. My project is that 

archive – an online portal of images, leaflets, badges, flags, vouchers, cartoons, crochets, 

poems etc.  

 

Through this archive they will have the experience of the street at home. Their pictures will 

be souvenirs for keeps on the Internet, a tool of communication that barely existed in Serbia 

at the time. Now that we have digital technology omnipresent, do we show up in places 

where the cameras can easily reach us, so we have an evidence of a kind that we were 

there? Do we purposefully attend the public gatherings of variety, so we are taking part in 

the urban mosaic as people used to? Is this the reason why we record all our experiences – 

to prove out being there as well as owning that moment? If so, how does this constant 

mediation through digital technology modifies us and our awareness of present?  

 

 

The protest of undocumented migrants as an act of emancipation 

Pierre Monforte, University of Leicester, UK 

 

In this contribution, I propose to analyse protest events through a focus on the 

transformative effects of collective action (MacAdam and Sewell, 2001; della Porta, 2008). 

For that, I will analyse the effects of protest on undocumented migrants who take part in it. 

 

In the last decades, the literature on social movements has generally conceived protest as a 

resource that powerless people use to become visible in the political space (Crossley, 2002). 

It is however increasingly recognized that protest (and collective action in general) has not 

only an instrumental function, but also a transformative one. Protest can thus be “producers 

of social capital, collective identity and knowledge”, and so “have impacts on the very 

movements that carry them out” (della Porta, 2008: 4). From this perspective, it can be 

argued that the strategies of protest chosen by social movements’ activists are influenced 

by the possible transformative outcomes that they expect for participants. For example, 
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disruptive action can be preferred to softer forms of actions because it strengthens 

solidarities and reinforces the motivation of participants. 

 

In this contribution, taking the example of undocumented migrants, I will argue that this 

dimension is particularly significant for groups facing processes of marginalization. I will 

show that the transformative dimension of their protest is related to the very specific 

“structural power of protestors” (Taylor and van Dyke, 2004), that is their condition of 

exclusion from citizenship. Through the focus on the cognitive, relational and emotional 

effects of collective action, I will show that, beside an instrumental dimension, the choice of 

their strategies of protest is influenced by the possible outcomes expected for themselves. I 

will propose a definition of collective action as an act of emancipation, as it is an event that 

permits to emancipate protestors from a condition of exclusion, and so to change their 

structural power. 

 

This analysis is based on a comparison of movements of undocumented migrants that are 

active in Paris, Berlin and Montreal. Two different methods were performed. First, 250 

public documents published by sixteen groups and networks between 2000 and 2009 were 

analysed through a method close to “political claim analysis” (Koopmans and Statham, 

1999). Then, a smaller number of significant events (35) taking place in the same period 

were analysed through an in-depth contextualized content analysis. 

 

 

SlutWalk Hong Kong and the Media  

Angie Ng, University of Durham, UK 

 

The global SlutWalk movement, which began in Toronto in 2011 when a police officer 

announced that sexual assault could be avoided by women's refraining from dressing like 

“sluts”, has spread to over 100 cities around the world. The movement aims to raise 

awareness around sexual violence and victim blaming, and as part of this movement, 

SlutWalk Hong Kong (SWHK) has marched in both 2011 and 2012. In order to reach the 

general public, it is important for protests to be covered by the media; however, what 

constructions the media chooses to convey to the public are decided by the media outlets 

themselves. There are many lessons to be learned by the way the local media has chosen to 

cover SWHK, and the difference in coverage between 2011 and 2012 also offers valuable 

insights for activists. 
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Redefining the concept of ‘Participation’ as a social movement based on sharing and 

leading by cyber-activists  

Marta Pérez Escolar, Universidad Católica San Antonio de Murcia, Spain  

 

On the basis of the theory of Collective Intelligence by Pierre Lévi (2000), we could 

recognize that this postmodern society has turned into a cyber-democratic world where 

there are not territorial, political or cultural frontiers. Citizens, and mainly young people, 

share information and opinions with members of their own community. This democratic 

system gives people wide rights and freedoms to act and communicate according their own 

interests. In fact, Held (1996, p.1) describes in his book Models of Democracy the concept of 

democracy as “a form of government in which, in contradiction to monarchies and 

aristocracies, the people rule”. 

 

Thus, we must acknowledge we are living in a public space leading by e-citizens who 

promote the e-participation about social and political daily topics. According to Merino 

(2001), ‘to participate’ is ‘to share’; but it also means power, as Carpentier (2011) wrote. So, 

following this idea, e-citizens could be also defined as cyber-activists who participate in this 

society organizing and promoting social movements, protests and other activities and 

events which are in the context of the cyberactivism. Politicians’ speeches are not linked 

with the real aims and interests of the populations, as Jürgen Habermas (1994) said; then, 

the Internet must be understood as the main tool that allows citizens to participate, interact 

and discuss about those real problems they are really worried about–in this way, citizens 

create their own Agenda Setting-. 

 

However, what does ‘to participate’ mean within the cyber-activism world? How could we 

describe the cyber-activist’s profile and their contribution to pro-activist web platforms? That 

is what we expect to answer in this paper. This research is expected to review the concept 

of ‘participation’ within this new cyber-space and to analyze the different types of 

‘participation’ and ‘cyber-activism’ we can find in pro-activist web platforms. 

 

 

January 19 Anti-Fascist demonstration in Moscow: Analyzing crowd control and activist 

responses through the use of audiovisual material  

Perrine Poupin, Centre for the Study of the Russian, Caucasian and Central European Areas 

(CERCEC), EHESS/CNRS, France  

 

With the aid of a camera, I offer to conduct an ethnographic analysis of the different police 

approaches to control protest actions in Moscow. I will rely in this paper on an analysis of a 

public event, the action of January 19/2010, in Moscow that I observed. This action was 
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organized in memory of two persons killed one year before in Moscow: Stanislas Markelov, 

a left activist lawyer and human right defender and Anastasia Baburova, a trainee journalist 

at Novaia Gazeta and a libertarian activist (killed when she tried to help the previous). The 

action gathered more than one thousand people in one of the most important and 

impressive actions of these last years in Moscow. Then, I will explore the link between 

police action, methods of crowd control and everyday production of politics in the streets as 

a particular moment of the political game. 

 

Right from the start of my survey I used visual and sound materials that I had partly 

produced myself. This filming is useful for a detailed observation of the interactions 

between policemen and demonstrators. These processes come within the continuity of 

works initiated in the 1990 on the power struggles between the State and the movements, 

especially those which stress upon the analysis of interactions in situ. 

 

The movie camera forced me to register, to search, to foresee the details of the situation 

intuitively perceived in vivo as resources or possibilities and as characteristics of actions. It 

prepared me to come across one of my subjects of research: the behaviours, the use of 

urban space and the feelings expressed, in other words the practical fulfilment of a 

collective action. In social sciences and among activists, those appreciable resources are still 

a certain practical and emotional unthinkable of bodies and behaviours. 

 

 

The case of the peoples uprising in Slovenia  

Mateja Fajt & Tjaša Pureber, Solvenia 

 

In our intervention we would like to analyze the concept of governance, as it is reflected in 

the case of power relations within peoples uprising in Slovenia. Uprising started in 

November 2012 in a decentralized and from bellow manner all over the country. Reasons 

for the rebellion were political corruption and austerity measures. In some instances 

protests gained anti-capitalist tendencies and Slovenia witnessed riots for the first time.  

The uprising used spontaneous, unregistered and mass protest as their main tool of 

organizing. In the beginning the protests were unpredictable, but soon some groups that 

felt the need to take the ownership of the uprising emerged. They wanted to control, direct 

and govern it. Anarchist movement had an important role in emphasizing the role of 

equality, self-organization and ungovernmentability of all the protestors.  

 

Besides the power relations between organized groups, we would also like to focus on the 

relation between “the common people” and the activists. This relation is fragile and can 

quickly shift to either patronizing the majority of the people or even to the perception that 
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protest can be understood as a product, an event where you do not take part in its 

organization, but you rather come to the spectacle and consume it. Activists should 

implement various tools of integrating people and opening space for them to become 

active. Popular slogan: “We are all organizers!” is a direct reflection of this attitude. We will 

therefore try to show, how can protest be built into an environment of self-emancipation, 

ungovernemtabilitiy and empowerment.  

 

 

The construction of contested public spheres: discourses of protest and identity in a British 

campaigning organisation 

Ian Lamond and Karl Spracklen, Leeds Metropolitan University, UK 

 

Through debates about how to protest, and how to use events as protest, campaigning 

organisations and their activist members attempt to construct public spheres that express a 

coherent internal logic which advocates an alternative discourse to that of the dominant 

political hegemony. In our research, we are interested in what motivates activist members 

to identify with particular campaign organisations, what sustains them in their activism and 

how their activism is enacted in the wider public sphere. This project is based on new 

qualitative research using anonymous semi-structured interviews with local-national 

activists who are members of a well-known (but unnamed) British national campaigning 

organisation. A critical discourse analysis of the organisation’s web-site, selected campaign 

material and public discussion forums will be used to ascertain the construction of its ‘world 

view’, which will then be compared to that drawn from a similar analysis of interview 

transcripts. In our paper, we argue that activists use a number of strategies to articulate 

activist identities; protest and event are just two ways of constructing common, leisure 

identities within the campaigning organisation. We also argue what is at stake in protest is 

the construction of contested public spheres, different and potentially incommensurable 

ontological spaces, in which the construction of a common ground between the 

organisation and the dominant political hegemony may be impossible to achieve. 

  

 

Cartography of the Possible  

Andre Pusey, University of Leeds, UK 

 

This paper explores the lines of tension and contradiction in experimenting with militant 

forms of research that aim to think with and for social movements. 

 

From January 2010 through to January 2012 I worked with a group called the Really Open 

University (ROU) and engaged in a series of experiments that attempted to blur the lines of 

pedagogy and protest.  
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The ROU byline ‘strike, occupy, transform!’ embodied our attempts to merge a praxis based 

on political antagonism and resistance with a transformative and affirmative politics. 

Neither wanting to be limited to being a student activist group, nor wanting to lose the 

productive antagonisms that engaging in resistance engendered, the ROU tried to remain 

fluid and unfinished. 

 

As a co-founder and participant in the group until its demise, I was actively working towards 

forwarding the ROU’s agenda and realising its goals.  However, I simultaneously had my own 

research agenda, which was tied to the relatively constricted confines of my PhD.   

 

This paper will critically reflect on my experiences attempting to navigate and negate the 

activist-academic divide through experimentation with forms of militant ethnography and 

action research that were orientated towards the co-creation of militant knowledge(s). 

 

In this paper I reflect on the ethical implications of the contradictions of the collaborative 

and collective construction of militant knowledge with its utilization for my individual 

“gain”.  I then discuss some of the difficulties for researchers engaging in this form of 

research, as they attempt to grapple with the twin conservative poles of both academia and 

activism.  Finally I explore my attempts to navigate and negate the inside/outside 

activist/academic divide through the work of the ROU and evaluate some of the strengths 

and challenges to this approach.  

 

 

Paving the way for anti-militarism in Romania. Activists, events and public authorities 

during the NATO-Summit 2008 in Bucharest 

Henry Rammelt, Université Lyon, France 

 

The proposed paper seeks to analyze two events surrounding the NATO-Summit 2008 

in Bucharest – the counter-summits ‘Kiss your enemy - A day of creativity and action’ and 

the ‘Anti-Nato-Days’. While the first event had a more entertaining approach, with the 

purpose of “reaching the biggest number possible” via movie screenings, light discussions 

etc., the second one took a more radical stance, with the objective to “welcome NATO with 

our own means”, intending to express a “militant critical voice”, culminating in a riot-police 

raid on the convergence center in Bucharest – Timpuri Noi. 

 

According to an online expert survey, conducted by the author, activities of the peace 

movement and the anti-globalization movement are the least visible types of mobilization in 

Romania. Hence, due to the low visibility of issues regarding anti-militarism and 

antiglobalization, combined with the overall positive reporting on Romania's achievement to 
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attract the Nato Summit, we will try to analyze, based on interview data, gathered in the 

summer of 2012, as well as on press reports, organizational aspects of the preparation of 

these events, ideological alignments and the reaction of public authorities and the police. 

Second, we will concentrate on the activists and their individual involvement, trying to 

identify personal grounds and motivations for mobilization, ranging from “a way to say no 

tomilitarism” to “NATO is not always good” – according to their understanding of their 

mission – and mechanisms of personal networking for mobilization purposes. For the 'Anti-

Nato-Days' event, we will also take into account reports on a counter-movement 

threatening the organization, as well as the organizers in person. 

 

 

The Metal Event: Moshpitting as Embodied Protest 

Gabrielle Riches, Leeds Metropolitan University, UK 

 

Lyotard (1971) contends that events are deeply felt encounters that are comprised of 

feelings, emotions, desires and intensities which work to keep social, economic and political 

structures from becoming overly established and fixed.  Within the Leeds extreme metal 

music scene, extreme metal events (gigs) are spaces where individualism and anti-

conformity is privileged over the commercial interests of the mainstream (Kahn-Harris, 

2007). The event, for Lyotard, is an occurrence after which nothing can ever be the same.  

Participants at these metal events engage in everyday, mundane acts of refusal, protest, 

rebellion and disruption through transgressive practices such as moshing. Despite the highly 

structured nature of these events, metal fans are physically and figuratively changed 

through ephemeral embodied encounters. 

 

According to Pickerill and Chatterton (2006), ‘autonomous geographies’ are spaces where 

there is a desire to constitute alternative forms of collective identity and politics. These 

spaces are created through acts of resistance which question and challenge dominant 

conventions and social norms.  Even though Pickerill and Chatterton’s work focused on anti-

capitalist movements, I argue that extreme metal music events, in a similar way, open up 

creative, resistant spaces that foster critique and rebellion of mainstream expectations, 

emotions, bodily interactions, gendered norms, and social relationships.  

 

This paper, which is part of an on-going doctoral ethnographic research project, aims to 

reconceptualise the notion of ‘event’ through readings of Lyotard (1971), and protest 

through exploring female metal fans’ embodied experiences of moshing within the 

predominantly masculine extreme metal scene of Leeds. This paper highlights how 

conceptualisations of event and protest can be further developed by critically engaging in 

the embodied, corporeal, and affective aspects involved in subcultural practices. Lastly, I 
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focus on the prospect of the Leeds metal scene and its practices being understood as 

political, which opens up new dialogues around events, protests, embodiments, and 

everyday activisms.   

 

 

Sounds of Dissent: Music as Protest 

Craig Robertson, University of Exeter, UK 

 

Music has long been associated with social movements and protests, especially during the 

civil rights movements in the 1960s but also in more recent events such as the occupy 

movement and the protests and social change that is began in North Africa in earnest in 

2011 and continues there still. Most research in this area has thus far been concerned with 

three aspects: firstly, the social activity that surrounds musical activity in these settings; 

secondly, the lyrical and semiotic content of protest songs; or thirdly, musicological studies 

of the musical and lyrical content of protest songs independent of the social interactions 

involved. This paper builds on Christopher Small’s concept of active musicking (Small 1998) 

and suggests that music can be seen as both an act of protest in itself as well as a form of 

social control, dependant on the specific contexts and a dynamic, reflexive relationship 

between musicking, memory, identity, emotion and belief. Using research conducted in 

Bosnia as well as Egypt, Tunisia, Libya and Morocco, this paper will attempt to demonstrate 

these processes both in terms of this matrix of interdependent influences and how they 

influence social behaviour, both positive and negative, but also suggest that music has a 

greater potential to improve conflicted social space than is currently generally utilised.  

 

 

The Logic of Movement Practice: an Embodiment Approach to Activist Research 

Raphael Schlembach, University of Central Lancashire, UK 

 

This paper seeks to contribute to activist research methodologies that try to break with a 

dichotomous understanding of theory and practice. It applies an epistemological reading of 

Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of practice to the analysis of embodied praxis in alter-globalisation 

movements, focusing on the example of the Clandestine Insurgent Rebel Clown Army 

(CIRCA). The bodily expressions of this activist group evoke emotions and experiences that 

aim to go beyond purely cognitive understandings of action. Bourdieu’s sociology of 

embodiment will constitute the link between the archetype of pure thought – academia – 

and the archetype of action – movement activism.  

 

The paper follows the suggestion that during phases of abeyance movements do not cease 

to move, but that they engage in the construction of meaning and identity. Hence, when 
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activists have time to reflect and make sense of their realities this constitutes a practice in 

itself. Research can only grasp the logic of movement practice when it comes to terms with 

these melting borders between thought and action. With knowledge embodied through 

day-to-day involvement, the researcher cannot take the position of an external observer but 

needs to subject her role to examination. The study makes use of Bourdieusian concepts 

such as ‘habitus’ and ‘epistemic reflexivity’ to allow for a departure from traditional 

research distinctions between object and subject or theory and practice, and towards an 

activist research methodology that analyses theory as practice. 

 

 

The World Social Forum: From Event to Event and over long periods of time 

Christian Schröder, Institute of Social and Organisational Pedagogy, Germany 

The World Social Forum has claimed to provide a platform for a growing global civil society 

since the first meeting in 2001. Following their Charta the World Social Forum understands 

itself as an “open space” for discussion. This idea is about people who meet in one of the 

forums on local, national, supranational or global level and share an issue on alternatives to 

neoliberalism.  

The Charta rejects forms of organization like formal structure, membership or hierarchy. 

Anyway to provide this “open space” there is a need of a certain amount of organizing. This 

raises the question on how transnational coalitions of movements guarantee their existence 

over long periods of time without becoming a formal organisation. 

An ethnographic approach which uses mainly participant observation of the International 

Council meetings, in the office in Sao Paulo shall bring light into the fluid organizational 

structure, the members relations and the decision making process. A theory on how this 

transnational movement ‘sticks together’ since 2001 will be presented at the conference. 

Three specific questions will be looked at: 

1) How the ‘World Social Forum’ does constructs an interpretative frame to which 

movements and NGOs can refer to? (And in example built up their ‘own’ event) 

2) How a ‘movement’s dynamic’ does maintain between and on the events? 

3) How to cooperate with foundations or state entities organizing a meeting while 

being a movement (and not a legal organisation) and how to distribute resource 

internally – especially money – without creating a fixed structure and responsibility?  
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National Variants of the European anti-biotech movement: a comparative protest event 

analysis of Austria, Germany, France, Spain and the United Kingdom 

Franz Seifert, Austria 

 

The European anti-GMO movement is one of the most impacting anti-technology/ecology 

movements in recent times, provoking important policy and regulatory responses at 

national but also European and international levels. The movement’s investigation can yield 

insights into the role that national publics still play for movements in a historic period of 

social trans- and political supra-nationalisation. The contribution presents the methodology 

and major results of a protest-event analysis comparing anti-biotech movements in five 

European countries: Austria, Germany, France, Spain and the United Kingdom. The 

methodology will reveal the many ways of how protest events can be defined and 

operationalised in a concrete research setting. The quantitative protest event approach 

allows the systematic national comparison of the national GMO movements, in terms of 

intensity, timely evolution, actors, protest methods and interaction with the state. The fact 

that each of these movements proves quite specific hints at the lasting importance of 

contextual variables and historic path dependency for the explanation of movement 

behaviour and success. The specific character of the French movement stands out in 

particular and calls for explanation.  

 

 

What happens when "nothing" happens? Protest "after" the event – the case of the 

Indignados  

Simon Tormey, University of Sydney, Australia 

 

It's one thing to reflect on what protest does, what it achieves, what it means broadly 

speaking.  A less frequently asked question is what happens after the event-ness of the 

event passes.  What is like to be a participant in something that at one level – usually media 

directed – "finishes", but when the participants think it is still happening, or in train?  The 

question poses questions not just of temporality (before, during. After), but of agency in 

relation to the event itself.  Who says when a complex set of actions or events is over? Who 

can direct the temporality of a movement-horizon such that a revolution (say) becomes 

"permanent" or "just" an "event"?  The question is highly pertinent in today's activism, and 

also media rich environment.  For this paper we will be considering the issue with members 

of the Indignados in Spain, and also academics and commentators who write about the 

Indignados. The paper is thus part ethnography, part action research, part media critique 

and part philosophical musing on the nature of our perception of temporality as a lived 

experience. The hypothesis is that control over temporality is of critical importance in an 

environment that is sceptical towards metanarratives and the idea of a necessary temporal 
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break between Present and Future.  In such a context activists are keen for strategic reasons 

to see events as prefigurative and contiguous/continuous with lived reality, the present  -

and not as "mere" events of limited temporal duration.  How do they overcome the event-

ness of events?  How can they make permanent what at another level is portrayed as 

"impermanent", "ephemeral" or in flux?  

 

 

Sport Activism; A case study of football and resistance. 

Mick Totten, Leeds Metropolitan University, UK  

 

This presentation will tell the tale of how Republica Internationale, a local socialist Sunday 

league club, from backstreets near the conference venue grew, to become part of the 

“Freedom through Football” network. It will outline the grassroots political activity of 

community clubs and showcase an international network of alternative football clubs 

engaged in sport activism and resistance.  

 

The story charts how the team found allies at home and abroad whose activities took them 

to alternative football events including the Mondialli Antirazzisti (the annual anti-racist 

world cup hosted in northern Italy). Then, through the docks and red light areas of 

Hamburg, to the amazing phenomena and fan power of Sankt Pauli (the German Punk-

Activist adopted professional football team). Then to play football under the shadow of the 

dividing wall in Palestine, and finally to the far reaches of the Mexican jungle to play football 

with the inscrutable Zapatistas (the indigenous Mexican communities engaged in uprising 

against the Mexican government and global corporations).  

 

The presenter will draw upon his personal experience as a key activist within Republica 

Internationale for more than 25 years and from his professional perspective as an academic. 

The concept of Sport Activism will be explored in terms of how popular recreation can be 

utilised as part of the activist’s toolkit. Analysis will explore politics, power, hegemony, 

resistance, and local activism in a global context. 
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‘It’s a Beautiful Thing, the Destruction of Wor(l)ds’ 

Myrto Tsilimpounidi, University of East London, UK and 

Aylwyn Walsh, University of Lincoln, UK 

 

The singular compelling imagery of ‘occupying’ as a form of resistance is its multiplicity of 

voices – the collective mobilisation of the ‘multitude’. Yet, the force and urgency of a 

collective resistance lies in the individual untold stories of its proponents. Rather than 

glorify the movement as a faceless entity, the paper/ performance embraces the daily 

stories, struggles and wounds of occupation, by using photographs. 

 

The resistant performances of the ‘outraged’ in Athens have gathered momentum over the 

last year, transforming the fixed landscape of a city into a platform for negotiation and 

dialogue. Both forms are connected with existing social conditions: austerity measures, 

mass immigration and ‘crisis’. We are arguing that resistance is a space of radical openness, 

in which the self is re-imagined in relation to its landscape – and in turn, the landscape is 

remapped. The presentation format is that of a dialogue/ performance of collected stories 

of protesters from Athens. The presenters attempt to resist discursive borders of social 

science and the arts by occupying both. 

 

The stories evoke the urban remapping of a politically charged multitude (in squares and 

streets) alongside narratives of personal resistance. The common element is a view of 

resistance as embodied, and with an aim to radically transform the spaces of domination 

and oppression perceived to be limiting the human rights of the subjects. The data evoke 

effects/affects of resistance by recalling images (photographs); interview testimonies and 

narratives of resisting bodies. 

 

 

The Shootout in via De Amicis as Protest and Event 

Steve Wright, Monash University, Australia 

 

1977 was a year of heightened social conflict in Italian society, and the moment when the 

movement of Autonomia operaia came to dominate radical left politics in that country. Such 

hegemony was short-lived, however, due in no small part to the tactics through which key 

autonomist circles attempted to manage the practice of mass protest. From this 

perspective, one key moment in the fall of Autonomia was the fatal shooting of a policeman 

that occurred in May during a demonstration in Milan, an event that would also bequeath 

one of the most striking political images of the decade: the photo of an apparently lone 

masked gunman, calmly and deliberately taking aim at his unseen opponents. Along with 

critically examining the various readings that external commentators such as Umberto Eco 
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would offer of the incident, this paper will explore the ways in which participants within the 

social movements of the time provided their own interpretations of the via De Amicis 

shootout as both protest and event. 

 

 

 


